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To THE Auron OF THE 
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UELINEA TION OF THE NATURE AND 
OBLIGATION OF MORALITY, 
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a: 
Wurd 1 I write you, 11 den not to 
whom i am addreſſing myſelf; 1 only 
know he! is one who has done me a 
great deal of honour, and. to whoſe 
civilities Jam obliged. If we be ſtran- 
gers, 1 beg we may, be acquaiated as 
toon ay you think proper to, diſcoyer 
yourſelf; if we be acquainted already, 
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I beg we may be friends; if friends, 
I beg we may be more ſo. Our con- 
nexion with each other, as men of let- 
ters, is greater than our difference as 
adhering to different ſects or ſyſtems. 

Let us revive the happy times, when 
Atticus and Caſſius the Epicureans, 
Cicero the Academic, and Brutus the a 
Stoic, could, all of them, live in unre- 
ſerved friendſhip, together, and were 
inſenſible to all thoſe diſtinctions, ex- 
cept ſo far as they furniſhed agreable 
matter to diſcourſe and converſation. 
Perhaps you are a young man, and 
being full of thoſe ſublime ideas, which 
you have ſo well expreſt, think there 
can be no virtue upon a more confined 
fyſtem. I am not an old one; but be- 
ing of a cool temperament, have always 
found, that more ſimple views were 

q ſufficient 
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ſufficient to make me act in a reaſon- 


able manner; nge, x U agrar; 


in this faith have I lived, and hope tc to 
die. 


Your civilities to me 2 was OVer- 
balance your ſeverities, that I ſhould 


be ungrateful to take notice of ſome 


expreſſions, which, in the heat of com- 
poſition, have dropt from your pen. I 


muſt only complain of you a little for 
aſcribing to me the ſentiments which 


I had put into the mouth of the Scep- 
tic in the Dialogue. I have ſurely en- 
deavoured to refute the Sceptic with all 


the force of which I am maſter ; ; and 


my refutation muſt be allowed ſincere, 
becauſe drawn from the capital prin- 
ciples of my ſyſtem. But you impute 
to me both the ſentiments of the Scep- 
nie and the ſentiments of his antagoniſt, 
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which I can never admit of. In every 
Dialogue, no more than one perſon 
can be ſuppoſed to repreſent the au- 
thor. | 

Your ſeverity on one head, that of 
Chaſtity, is ſo great, and I am ſo little 
conſcious of having given any juſt oc- 
caſion to it, that it has afforded me a 
hint to form a conjecture, perhaps ill 
grounded, concerning your perſon. 
I hope to ſteal a little leiſure from 
my other occupations, in order to de- 
fend my philoſophy againſt your at- 
tacks. If I have occaſion to give a new 
edition of the work, which you have 
honoured with an anſwer, I ſhall make 
great advantage of your remarks, and 


hope to obviate ſome of your criti- 


ciſms. - 
Your ſtyle 1s elegant, and full of 


agreable 
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agreable imagery. In ſome few places, 


it does not fully come up to my ideas of 
purity and correctneſs. I ſuppoſe mine 
falls ſtill further ſhort of your ideas. 


In this reſpect, we may certainly be of 


uſe to each other. With regard to our 


Philoſophical ſyſtems, I ſuppoſe we are 
both ſo fixt, that there is no hope of 


any converſions hetwixt us; and for 
my part, I doubt not but we ſhall both 
do as well to remain as we are. 


I am, Sir, 
With great regard, 
Your moſt obliged 
humble ſervant, 
David HUME. 


EIN. 15th March, 
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